CHE SOCIALIST? PakTY OF GitéaT BRITAIN 


Report of the Proceedings of the 76th (1980) autumn Del. gate 
Meeting held at Head Office, 52 Clapnam Hish Street, London, 


Deche 


Saturday, llth October; .1.50 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
17 branches represented by 26 celegatcs. Not represen- 
ted: tdinburgh; West fori:chire. 


sunday, 12th October; 12.15 sem. tome.50 pee. 
17 branches represented by 25 delegates. wot reupresen- 
ted: udinburgn; west Yorkshire. 


Collections: saturday ~ £235.83 
Sunday - £27.40 
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Cheiruan , ; 
Cde H Vallor (Glasgow) was nowinated for the chnir. It was 


Agreed by the delegntes that Cde Va‘lor take the chair 


Deputy Chairnan It was Agreed t 
. - " en > y no mecimbd aia a be > J : Va rs j 3 “ 
proceedings, = ppointet ant this stage of the 
A » i oe f r : - ae 

ante Porm ¢ = Kedbridge, Glxsgow,and Petsington Branches requested pornis- 
Sion to sit. it was Agreed they bo permitted to sit. ji J 
Procedure D Delegatus Agreed they woull take items for diseu3sion wit! 


relevant itews on the Lxecutive Counittce!s ieport. 


Exccutive Conmittees'’s report to Annucl 
Delesate Megting for the period 1.1,30 to 30,0 .%30 


Executive Conmittee Attendenc3s fieken vith this the | tingtor 
Branch Item for Discussion (2) “Phe Exccutive Committec's inability to 
executive decisions." 
™ 


Paints raised: Executive Comittee had dithered in making decisions; continual]: 


deferring items (e.g. Marxian lbconomics Famphlet, Trade's Union Pam 
Prench Declaration of Principles, Price of Socialist Standard. Party structure = 
Snould be examined ~ the Executive Committee to make exccutiv: isi , whil = 
routine matters were run by the sub-committees. It was unnecesssry for the full 

uxecutive Comaittee to consider leeflets, 2-3 Lxecutivo Committce members could 

consider it off the mxecutive Committee table and report bock the same night 

10 p.m. uxecutive Committee business must be less now than it was after 

war, when the membership was larger. vome uxecutive Committee members ap pe 
afraid to mike a decision. With the sconomics Pamphlet Conference haa put the 
bxecutive Coumittee in a dilemnna with the opposing resolutions telling the 
Lxecutive Cornmittee to both publish it immediately, and vet li pamphiets. A 
smzller membership need not mean less work (af they are more active). uxecu- 
tive Committce decisions have slowed up because the uxecutive Committee is try- 


ing to consider what is the Party view - they wish to be scen to be democratic. 


Branches, tiembership & Organisation It was igreed by the delegates to con- 


sider also the three Items for Viscussion as follows: 
Item 3 NWLoudon Brench "The best wethod of paying dues.” 
Item 4. Southend Sranch "Are due stamps necessery?" 
Item 5 Redbridge Branch "The advisability of raising dues to, say, 80p per 
month (with proportional increase to Head Office) as soon as possible and hence- 


forth the amount of dues payable to be automatically reviewed at each Conference.” 
The whole item had arisen from when the General Secretary head asked the txrecu~ 
tive Committee to be allowed to re-order 4 supply of dues stamps. If the frenr- 
surer kept records there would be no need for steanps; head Office could check if 
ep correct amount had been submitted by reference to the Forn CC. If st.mps are 
the best way to collect the money for Head Office, then okay, sn index could 

be used to regularly review the dues «mount and Conference could then agree it. 
Dues are cutometically reviewed by Conference, the amendments to resolution 
rather than an index gives notice of whet is intended. ‘The General Seerectary 
then read the footnote to the 28th sxecutive Committee Mceting concerning dues 
stamps with four alternative methods of collection. Dues stamps ensure Head 
Office gets the money in advance; they are reliable for sloppy organisations. 
Dues should keep in line vith inflation. Stamps can be lost or stolen. It used 
+o be a view of the Party that there should be no dues, or they be kent to a 
«inimam. Opposed to the Lxecutive Committee being given any tore powers, ‘The 
cost of receipts should be considered as well es the cost of printing dues 
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stamps. 
It was Agreed by Delegates that the Bolton Jelegs.te be allowed to sit despite 


his credentials not yet being received by Standing Orders Committee. 
Cde Roddy of Vancouver (Socialist Party of Canada) addressed the Delegates on 
activities in Canada, U.S.A. and Justria. 


Executive Committee Report continued sd et 
dugitors Keport It was agreed to defer consideration until Sunday when the » 


Auditors would be present. 
Estates tnanagement Conmittec ilo discussion. = 
ups Organiser - «#o discussion. 2 
nda Information Bank io discussion. Jj 
Conmittee It was agreed to take Item for Discussion iio, 13. 
sranch "fhe current nlarming tensions of world cepitsalism in 1980 - 
@ Socialist movenent doing enough?". 
€ the itou for discussion, Delegates considered the question of 
Ture, Delegates Wore informed that the cxecutive Coxcmittee 
ution not to hold a Friday night rally, but had not 
eeons ponding hearing the Delegates' views. Delc- 
Our of a woeting, Suggestions included a film; 


wDUN 


par 


: 

a debate; mere use ef outside of London speakers; rallies on 
day were successful as workers had little else to da; video film recomiers; 

he use of posters to advertise meetings in general (the most eost effeetive, but 
little used in ungland), The Propaganda Committee said they had noted all that 

was Said and would consider it all. It was suggested a debate would be unlikely on 


Good Friday (difficulty in getting an epponent); problems with filma due to cepy- 
right (similar with video tapes). 


It was appreciated that members were naw more active, but had the effort becn worth- 
while? In reply, it was suggested that unsuccessful branch meetings were the ones 
that had not been organized cnough. embership had increased during the half year - 
498 to 515. The Propagands Committce can enly exist by co-nrdinating work it is 
informed af and tn this end new Forms uu were nvailable. 


Following the adjournment for tea (4 to 4.30 pom.) the Item 13 for Discussion was 
considered, Islington Branch had sent « circulur to branches before the Annual 

Delegate teeting, which was used as the basis of discussion and which led their 

Delegates to moving 5 floor resolutions after the discussinn. Peints raised were: 

targets would encourage members to werk, sell the Secinlist Standard, etc.; the 
Party must be active in dealing with problems which arise in capitalism; need | 
topical leaflets; make a greater use of Head Office; get away from the idea that | 
the Farm «a is all the education that is necded; the Party should be in a hurry, : 
growth is important; we must carry out our principles vigorously. A branch that is 
now moribund would have been very active in the past; members must be careful net to 
burn themselves out; our capacity is limited. By Socialist movement, Islington 

meant the Socialist Purty of icreat Britain and the Companion Parties not ‘left wing 
groups', Knowledge did net end with the Form é, that is where it began. There was 

a danger of a ‘risht wing movemont' leading the workers - especially in tne hidlands. 
They use similsr phrases to us at the first step and we oust get the working class 
beyond that first step. Members' state of mind is important - they sre surprised 

at what they can do when they meke up their mind. Do not went to deter enthusiesnm, 
but alac d- not went to see aembers disillusioned. Members do not have a sense of 
urgency - this is wrong ~ activity makes activity. In the past, the old members 

and the Socialist strndard had a sense of urgency. ‘There were various reasons why 
this had gone. The ideas “or Socinlism sre working in the minds of the working 

clasa; we should forget about the word dogm:, but stress we hnve a unique case on 
everything including war .. tell these groups to forget C.ii.U. ~ women's Lib. -— the 
whele lout - and look at capitalism for what it is and m:ke sure they see we are 
different. If we do not give the impression of urgency we will appear Utnpian,. 

Lxtra activity need net bring cxtrn members (e.g. Glasgow in the early 60's contes- 
ted 4 Parliamentary ulections, and even solid pamphlets on the knecker when all their 
Seccialist stemderds had been sold, but nothing tangible head been gained). However, 

we should net sit nround. The working class currently yawns at nuclear war, Vietnam - 
they are indifferent. Sncinlism does not directly depend on our growth. Members 
should not be suspicious of each others motives: either the stick-in-the-mud old 

men, or the young fire brands .. both have their place. We are still alive in a 

world which has had nuclear weapons for over 30 years and many wars — not (yet) gh 

the capitalists interest to use them. Preference of persuasions und example to 
pressurising members; better tc heave a more centrul dead Office, Our purpose is to | 
provide a focal point for the working class to erganise themselves around. The rld 

and tried ways were the best in their time, but need net necessarily be go now end 

wu sust got in on the communications revolution (e.g. video). 
be set, otherwise meubers will become disillusioned. 


Floor Resolutions, all moved by G. Slapper and S Dowsett (both cf Islington Bronch) . 
1. “That this Annual Delegate Neeting recommends that the Party should set a target 
of printing and selling 7,000 Sncialist Standurds per month by September, 19812." 
Anendment Selwyn & Tunner (Paddington) "Delete 7,000 and replace with 6,00U," 
Carried 12-8 

Awendment D. Davies & M Davies (NWLondon) "Delete 6,000; replace with 5,000." : 
Lost 4-12 The Sub xcsolution wes Carried 18-0. 

2. "That this Annual Delegate Mocting recommends that the Executive Committee should 
urge the New Prmphlets Committee to produce regular, topicel leaflets for the pur— 
pose of mass distribution - 20,000 copics of a leaflet (n nere 1,000 per branch) is 
the least that should be produced.” 

Agendment (Cook & Selwyn) "Delete #11 after ‘mass distribution'." Curried 
wub Resolution Curried 2u-0 
3, "Thet this Annuel velegnte Meeting recommends that all branches and groups 
practically encourages to run at least one outdoor speaking station.” Gegrr 
4. "That this annual velegate Mecting recommends that the Executive Commit 
urged to set up an enuuiry into the use of Head Office," 

gusendment Cook (Birmingham) & 2 Davies (NwLondon) “Insert ‘mere exter 
between ‘the’ and ‘use of He:d Offica'." Carrie 5 ub tosolutzor 
ze “That this aAéununl Velegaute Meoting reconme be F Y 


Realistic targets must 


a ria! 


-.7 Floor Resolution 5. contd .. | encouraged ta run 
at least 4 times a year. Thu executive Conmittee should in 


the Party on branches failing to meet this nerm so that th 


* 


sion as to how the brenmch can te helped. " Coppied 34-5 :* 
Annual Delegeste etinge ndjourned at 6.30 poems Ga nturdny | 


a yr. | 
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5 8 Auditors Report At the request of the —— ry 
re-raised. Hewever, there wos no di scuss= 


5.9 Ovyersens Contacts & Ints ’ | 
our Austrian comrades swemed to be raising an Sel of con 


Nuclear Power Station Referendum. Tne Overseas Contaets " 
the Executive Cemmittee had asked u member to write onmenoee 
had been received to this particulinr letter on tha matter, 
2 other on the issue. It was folt that the BDS was dra 
thu Party would drop the matter, but we should be as 8%) 
Parties as with our own nembers transgressions. If Waste 
not be harsn in case the 38vS collapsed, but had they net t 

wing Social Venocratics in Germany on the T.U.ticket? aS 
who had just returned from Vienna could be centacted by tele 
Discussion continued, points raised being: that there were gr 
voting ‘aoq' in the > eaijemen ae is not necessarily the sam: as 


the actions were reformist; the actiens were politically s 
mist; the journnl contained adver tisenen ts for oncom 
Jncomb had placed advertisements in the Socialist Sta dad od 
we tell people to put ‘VOTE SOCIALIST' on their ba kieaea 
able to understand this basic issue. . » 
Flocr Resolution moved by Vanni & Meuwen (Glasgow) "This Anm 
recommends that the Lxecutive Committee press the Austri 
our criticism of their participation in an anti-nuclear 
position was not clear, for example Socialist represen: 
vote §Q on dur Credits. ict in favour of prea 
coloninl possession. 
Ajidjendum moved by D Davies (MlLondon) & F Amour 
ing advice from Cde Lawrence, who had just returned £ 
fhe Assistant General Secretary reported she had cont 
been ill during his visit and had seen Cde Falk only. 
they were Social vYemoncrats ~- one cr two were certainl 
was withdrewn with the agreement of the Velegates. & 
Companion Parties strayed in the past?” Won-Socierl: 
bring in non—-Socialists and weaken the Socialists" 
Saying its wrong and put the sound members on he 
contrary to our stand, we must criticise: saying 
diverge then they are simply not in agreement. the 
article. dinen the Party considered the _suropenn Be: 


Oo 


would have tolerated no-one say "No". Tne jeurnz 
rember advertising revenue. The vote was Lost i” 


9e10 Eubsicity Committes No discussion. ~~ 
Hell Head Oifice Assistant The siead Office «a 


Office needed someone in attendance four or five days 
found she would happily give up the job in Januzry. 

5.12 Centrnl Branch Secretarics No discussion. 
5 li ReilLlgk Wnt tae fio discussion. 
6. At this point Delegates conplained that not enc 
Comnaittee's Report had been received, as well aS 

late. The General Secretery apelogised, assuring 

next time; it had clearly resulted due to ao misunde 
reports wanted by branches and i; cour Committee 
reports too late. 7 


5-14 Socialist Standard Production Commi 
often used, as they effected sales. Too man 
issues directed interest and were an nid 
should heve attacked Labour's Clause 4 ‘means 
Standard Production Committee said 'Benn' »% 
blem in the nrticle was to summarise an intervie 
they were in a difficulty -— proof reading was @ 
but afterwards could only print a correction. 
Horth Last Brinch Item for Discussion in, 
Standard be spent on Socialist theory?” — 
the Sociswlist Standard, could it be put in 
could be included in a periodical, inserted | 
possibly an extra sum could be paid. Some th 
cult way, no matter how simply expressed. Me 


Sorical Matorialisn te explain new capitalism warks usine 
a balanced Standard and wart people te continue buying after | 

: articles should atress Sucialist theory's uniqueness: gvod if they | 

pulnr. The Socinliat Standord is a propaganda jeurnal primarily to 

ind prove carrectness of our case, Thorefore, it must be simple and not 

eoretical. Socialist Standard hus na chaneo to be newaworthy. It is 

be historical and up-to-—dato; the old Socialist Standerd wns successful as 

ok capitelisma institutions and appliod our alternative, showing whet they 

and would be. Conforence told the Jocinlist Standnrd Production Coamittce te 

Cluie theoretical articles. There should be ne need to spoil articles with cari- 

intures and dietortiona. The whole of the working class is not neccasnrily desti- 

Ptute, nor are oll the capitalists necesanrily absent. There ie never, any need for 

usy to say anything that is untrue. 


ezamples 


North West London Branch Item for Discussion jin, 9 “Methods of determining incres- 
} in the price of the Aocinlist Standard.” wen combined with raddington Srenchy 
Ltoun for Discussion lio. 10 "The dolay in raising the price of Socialist Standoerd 


nd the factors determining price increnses." 


The bxecutive Conmittce, todate, had not raised the price. Should the Executive | 

Yonmittee review the price each year? Shoule the Socialist Standard maxe & profit 

‘r just cover the cost cf production or be subsidised? It hud heen 15p since 1376 

and 20p would just cover costs. It could be 25p by next Conference. | 

Floor Resolution: Selwyn & Smith (Paddington) "This Delegnte Meeting recomcends 

to the Executive Committee thet the price of the Socirlist Standard be raised to | 

20> from the November issue." The Party needed a dynamic, but uncunbersome 

precess to determine the price because of inflation. It could be left to the 

Executive Committee. The Party should subsijise the Socialist Standard. It is in 

placed already hard to sett it rt 15p - 25p would increase sales resistance and 

work ageinst the target set yesterday. The bxecutive Committee does have the 

power by Conference to determine the price and dees not need to leave it to Annual 

Delezate Meeting or Conference. It must be recognised subsidies ceme from sone- | 

where, and we must not depend on legacies to continue the Socialist Standard. The 

effect of a price rise is more on the seller than the buyer of the Seciclist | 
| 


Standurd. Na regular sales had been lost by price rises. ‘whe Hxecutive Committee 
may have delayed putting the price up as they would probably have wiunted the Party | 
behind them on such an important issue. Ask the sxecutive Committee to recoumead ; | 

® price each vear to Conference. Concerning costs: would the Part, wish the dis- 
count to branches who order over 3 dozen to be stoppcd? The Flocr icsolution ws ; 
Carried 18-2. 


Birmingham Branch Item for Discussion No, JL “The unsatisfactory pictoriel con- 
tents of the Socialist Standard." Many illustrations were not relevant to their 
articles. Too many illustrations. They should be used only when they seve words 
by ‘saying' more in the same space. Pictures were not objected to in principle. 
they provided necessary relief to the pages of text. Pictures on the cover help 
geil the Sociclist Standard; they attract people to it. Jliustrations had the adven- 
tage of: illustrating a point in the text (difficuit to achieve): giving relief to 
text and finally, though rarely, making a point in themselves. For the Srcialist 
Standard Production Committee, it was stated illustrations were net going in at the 
expense of words - using the smaller typeface, the word count in the October, 1980 
Socialist Stendard was 18,500 compared to 14,500 in January, 19783 tooks heve 
always used illustrations since before printiny even; agreed some were not food and 
appealed for photos; would like graphs, charts and phetos in e vast bank. Members 
could cheek quality by putting a tissue over the black and white picture and that 
would show the result after being printed. A member(s) could take phetographs in 
linison with the Socialist Standard Production Committee. 411 should hzve ea cap- 
tion, a8 not everyone my read the text at the time they see the picture. In 
canvassing the Socialist Standard 'on the knocker’ a good illustrated cover is help— 
ful. 


Annunl Delegate Meeting adjourned from 2 p.t to 2.50 p.n. 


5.15 Central Organiger No discussion. 
5.16 sjitereture Secretary There were 1,250 copies of the War Pamphlet at Head 
Office. 
5.17 ligw Pomphlets Committee Taken with this were Altems for Discussion No.6 
Werth vest Londen Branch "The interpretation of Conference 1980 Resolution 6 A 
Carried 27-21) which reads 'That this Conference endorses the reconuendaticn of the 
1979 Uelegnte Neeting thet the Executive Committee adhere to the prnetice of resding 
the drafts of pamphlets at tne Lxecutive Conmittes table, thus ensuring that any 
errors, ambiguity or unsound arguements occuring in the text are dealt with prior 
to publication’, and what constitutes a pemphlct?" -_ 


In the event of a future series of articles in the same form as the Morxion goon 
Pauphlet, they should be vetted by the Executive Committees. It had been expec 
the Executive Committee would hive vetted the Marxzinn Economics Pamphlet. 


i 


' 


Pa a a 


le Committee for pamphlets, The New Pemph: 
report on it and all the points they had nade * 
Were acc 
to change the present way. The present Way was not eces 
delays on issueing the Marxian iconomics Pamphletwere mai, 
blems. It was not easy to correct a uistake in a pamphlet 
the continuous Socialist Standard. Some 7 : 
two resolutions passed at Conference, Pamphle 
loss in quality. | 
7. At the request of the General Secretary, 
Fraternal Greetings to all the Companion 


5.17 contd e-* B “ ‘ ® « 

Marxian Economics Pamphlets." (Co: Vanni. 

ness ." Agreed. kabe. (enteeat/. set aaa 

5.17 contd .. C Ho. 22 Ie: 

necessary for the Party's Declaration of ‘and Obje 

leaflets advertising propaganda meetings." i " a = 
The Islington Branch Delegate expanded their case, which had been mat 
circular. ‘hey included: the problems of typing a stencil; re produ oti 


Declaration of Principles inhibited the flow of reading; they £ 


Wo must recognise conditions have changed over the ye 


appearing, y 

tion of Principles would reduce printing costs. Labour “common ownership 

but has no Declaration of Principles. ( ' ) _— a ee. 7 os 
u E. G. Slapper.and Grant (Islington Branca) "That pis el 
an | that leaflets adver 


Floor Resolution 
Delegate Meeting recommends that it should not be a requirement | 
tising a meeting with text included must on all occasions carry the Declaration of 


Principles." ; ; 
Amendment Cottis and Wilson (Southend Branch) "Insert ‘very limited’ before 

"tex." 

Most people whe receive a leaflet do not attend the meeting, therefore give Mg 

sonething to reed instead. Duplicated leaflets cost between £5 and £10 per 1,000. 

Delegates heard the 1938 and 1971 Conference resolutions on the matter and am 

decided the Floor Resolutions were in order. ‘The dmendment was Lost 10-12 of 


fesolution was Carried 15-6. | | 
5.18 Forms A Committee No discussion. 

5.19 Ty C Ge No discussion. 

5.20 Review Journals Secretary Wo discussion. 
5.21 Library Committee No discussion. . 
5.22 §£ pint nt C ttee No discussion. 
° Book Department No discussion. oe 
; 2s gook- oe a eat ttce and Education Organiser Under this ecgeemg — 
: "The sent Education Bulletins; 

A Lewisham Branch item for iscussion Ho. tien te Dasineaton Ho. 15 She 


their contents and purpose.” naa f 
bd ion Committee's Discussion Bulletins. 
we che The effort put into 


hem. 
They are of great value, but need classes to go with ¢ They should 


in themselves. 
them has not been fully used and they had become an end in 
be more practical as not all members have the time to fully research items before 


putting them over to non-Socialists. ‘They are difficult tn understand, Found 
stimulating for discussion, but should nat be treated as gospel. Delegates discus- 


sed the influence or not of Spencer on early members, as well as other early 
kducation classes head been poorly attended - possibly as members tend 


influences. 
to vote with their feet when frightened off by material. There will always be 
We need an elementary set of clusses, based on the 


questions we cannot answer. 

Speakers Test Questions. ie need to transmit knowledge in an encouraging way. The 

Education Committce stated the Bulletins had been based on the discussion at clas~ 

ses; they maintained a mailing list for those members who especially wanted a copy 

otherwise a few were sent to each branch; at the end of each bulletin questions 

were added so that members could correspond, but these would not be oublished; 

future classes would be simpler; the committee felt members were trying to stab 

them in the back, It was also reported that there had been problems in diates 

ing copies through Head Office and it was felt that the - ‘ ee 
3 eat that ths ey have been over unclear 


instructions. 


5.25 Press Officer Wo discussion. 


5.26 8 Standard Subscribers! Comnittee lio discussion 
_ ae oe eve Committee's Report +o 1980 & ; 
agre moved by J). Davie " Y - 47 Annual Delegate Meat; 
(Southend), vavies (Worth West London Branch) ond : 7 eA “oot 
the most effective a erinch 
foru of education for the 


Delegates expressed their Pleasur t) 
M7 Ct | 


oF 
+ w% } f \< ay . 
arenes VASCUSSi on ii ] 
: rty Yr 2 - 
- 9 Li 
at educa tion ; 


"Wi 

for whon a} nat is 
| *i10i) Snould it Onteno™ 
‘aS being a3 — 


be hoped the bxecutive Counittee could develop a ayaten like the 
Production Committee for pemphlets. The New Pemphleta Coumei tte: | 
report on it and all the points they had nade vere accepte: 
to change the present way. The present wey was not nec 
delays on issueing the Marxian iconemics Paaphletwere mk 
blems. It was not easy to correct a mistake in a pamphlet : 
the continuous Socialist Standard. Some members couli seo n 
two resolutions passed at Conference, Pamphlets could be pr 


loss in quality, 
7. At the request of the Ceneral Socrotary, it was agreed to send the . 
Fratornal Greetings to all the Companion Parties, ~ <P 
5 17 Sone B Itou for iscussion iio, 7 Birminghan é 

Marxian Economics Pamphlets." Cottde (Southend) and Vanni (d¢las 
ness ." Agreed eo, ae 


og % 


necessary for the Party's Declaration of Principles «nd Object * 


leaflets advertising propoganda mectings.” : 
The Islington Branch Delegate oxpanded their ense, which had beon made ir 
circular, ‘They included: the problems ef typing a stencil; reproduction; 
Declaration of Principles inhibited the flow of reading; they favoured th 
appearing. We must recognise conditions have changed over the years. aol 
tion of Principles would reduce printing costs. lLubour Party uses ’conmon 
but has no Declrration of Principles. 

Floor Resolution &. G. Slupper.and Grant (Islington Branco) "That this Annual — 
Delegate Meeting reconmends that it should not be a reyuirezent that leaflets adver- 
tising a meeting with text included must on all occasions cerry the Declaration of 


= 
6 z 


Principles." ; 
Amendment Cottis and Wilson (Southend Branch) "Insert 'very limited’ before 


"tox?" 
Most pyople whe receive  leeflet do not attend the meeting, therefore give them 
sonetning to rerd instecd, vuplicated leaflets cost between £5 and £10 per 1,000. 


Delegates heard the 1938 ond 1971 Conference resolutions on the matter and it was 
decided the Floor Kesolutions were in erder. ‘The Jzaendment was Lost 10-12 The 
Regclution was Carried 15-6. 


5.18 Forns A Connittee No discussion. 
5.19 Zeves Connittee No discussion. 


5.20 Review Journels Secretary ilo discussion. 
5.21 library Committee io discussion. 
5.22 Estetey ricuagement Committee No discussion. 
5.23 Book LDepartnent No discussion, 
Lducation Comaittee and Lducation Organiser Under this heading were taken: 
"The present cducation Bulletins; 


en 
A Lewisham brencn Item for Jiscussion Ho. 14 ) 
Item for Discuss} i "The 


their contents and purpose." B Camden Branch 

Lducation Conmittce's Discussion Bulliectias.” 

They are of great valuc, but need classes to go with then. The effort put into 

them has not been fully used and they hed become an end in themselves. They should 

be nore practical ns not all members hrve the time tv fully resesrch items before 
‘They aro difficult tr understand. Found 
Delegates discus- 


putting them over tn non-socialists. 
stimulating for discussion, but should nat be treated as gospel. 
sed the influence or not of Spunecr on enrly members, ns well .s other early 

influences. S&dueation classes had been poorly attended - pessibly as members tend 


to vote with their f.et when frightened off by material. There will always be 
We necd an élementary set of clusses, based on the 


questions we cannot answer. 
We need to transmit kmowledve in an encournging wey. 


Speakers Test Questions. 
Bduention Committce stated the Bulletins had been based on the discussion at clas-— 


ses; they maintained a mailing list for those members who cspecially wanted = copy 
otherwise a few wero sent to each branch; at the end of each bulletin questions 
were olded so that menbers could correspond, but these would not be »ublished; 
future classes would be simpler; the committee felt members were trying to stab 
them in the back. It was also reported that there had been problems in distribut- 
ing copivs through Head Office and it was felt that this uey have been over unclear 


The 


inatructions. 
5/25 «PresasOfficcr iio discussion, 
5.26 Sociulist Standerd Subscribers! Comnittee No discussion 

a eae pa the Sxecutive Committee's Keport +o 1930 annual Delegate } t3 
wes agre eing moved by », Vavi ha < eC Hee ring 
(Southend). y des (Worth West London Brench) ena i Cottis 


5.24 conta ** C ad ton : 
: = , Ji Ss 7] 2 . 
Sie most effective foru of education etn Danie anh’ Pou ola What is 
Delogutes expressed their pleesure thet educet; 7 SED Apt poe should it enter?” 
st #tl0n Was being discussed, If there 


be hoped the Lxeeutive Coumittee could develop a syste 
Production Committee for pamphlets. ‘The New Pemphlets 
report on it and all the points they had made were acc 
to change the present way. ‘he present way wes not ne 
delays on issueing the Marxian kconomics Pamphletue 
blens. It was not easy to correct a mistake in a p: 
the continuous Socialist Standard. Some members cou 
two resolutions passed at Conference, oh 
loss in quality. . ol 
7, At the request of the General Secrotury, it was 
Fraternal Greetings to all the Companion Parties. 
5.17 canted 3 B Item for Discussion iio, 7 
Marxian Leonomics Pamphlets." Cottis (Sout 


ness ma Agreed - 
5.if Convur es 


leaflets advertising propsganda meotings." 


The Islington Branch Delegate expanded their case. 
circular. ‘The;; included: the probleus of typing ¢ 
Declaration of Principles inhibited the flow of re 
appearing. Wo must recognise conditions have changec 
tion of Principles would reduce printing costs. libou 
but has no Vecleration of Principles. 

Floor Resolution &. G. Slapper.and Grant (Islington ; 
Delegate Meeting reconmends that it should not be a requirement : 
tising a meeting with text included must on all occasions cerry the . 


Principles." P 
amendment Cottis and Wilson (Southend Branch) "Insert ‘very linited' before 


'tax¥s” 

Most people whe receive u leaflet do not attend the meeting, therefore give them 

sonetning to reed insterd. vuplicated leaflets cost between £5 and £10 per 1,000. 
ons on the matter and it was 


Delegates heard the 1938 end 1971 Conference resoluti 
decided the Floor kesolutions were in order. ‘Tho snendnent was Lest 10-12 The 


Resolution was Carried 15-6. 
No discussion. 


5.18 Forms A Committee 

5.19 jZupes Committee No discussion. 

5.20 Revicw Journals secretary lio discussion. 
No discussion. |. 


5.21 Library Conmi ttee 
, No discussion. 


5.22 4 4 
. i spertwent No discussion. . 
5 a ae Under this heading were taken: 
"The present Education Bullotins; 


5.24 Educntion Conaittee and pducation Organiser 
A Lewisham Brench Item for Jiscussion Noe 14 ° f 
their contents and purposu." B Canden Branch Item for Discussion 0, 15 "The 
Lducation Committce's Viscussion Bulletins.” 

The effort put into 


re of great valuc, but need classes to go with then. 
oe, * hed become an ond in themselves. They should 


them has not been fully used and they 
be nore practical as not all members have the time td fully research items before 
putting them over to non-vocielists. ‘They are difficult te understand. Found 
gtimulating for discussion, but should not be treated a8 gospel. Delogates discus- 
ged the influence or not of Spencer on early members, ns well as other early 
influences. bduecution classes hed been poorly attended - pessibly as members tend 
to vote with their feet when frightened off by materiel. There will always be 
questions we cannot answer, We necd an clementary set of clusses, based on the 
Speakers Test Questions. we need to transmit knowledge in an encouraging way. The 
Eduention Committce stated the Bulletins had been based on the discussion at clas- 
ses; they maintained a mailing list for those members who csapecially wanted a copy 
otherwise a few were sent to each branch; ut the end of each bulletin questions 
were added so that members could correspond, but these would not be published; 


future classes would be simpler; the committee felt membera were trying to stab 
It was also reported that there had been problems in distribut-— 


them in the back. 
ing copies through Head Office and it was felt that ths wey hive been over unclear 


fr 


inatructions. 


9025 Presa Officer uo discussion, 
5-26 Socinlist Standird Subscribers! Comnit tge lio discussion. 
4a motion to adopt the bxecutive Committee 's iteport +a 1050 Annual Delegate M eting 

- ~ > — 2 


Wes agreed being moved by UV. Vavivg (iorth West London Branch) end & Cottis 


(Southend). 
5224 contd .. C fagdin 
caf LON ang Ve. I+ e : : 
the most effecti 1 biriuch 2-88 20F Jiscussio: GC yy : 
eee FoR education for the Party and for whoy BP Ve SFG “ ai 
eater?" 
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a | ¥ views within the Party then they should be debated. iLenrrning should 
~ rot feshions 


4 - og for Discussion Nemaining 
Y 2th West London Branch = No, 17 “Blectorz] Activity.” 
should have a committee roon, show they are active and committed. It was 
vr -ci.ted Bolton intended standing at the next General clection. In Lendon, the 
ulections should be contested, they required no deprsit and we could make on 
oct if 3everal branches stood. Use the freepost und Central Branch members to 
write the envelopes. Even if we have no candidates in a constitucncy, we ahould 
rcvard ourselves ag ‘contesting’ and be active as best we can. We need more forward 
and systematic planning - the 25 point questicnnaire used at Jolton was very encou- 
raging. 
S.c Pe tdington Branch - No, ] "Should a period of timc be set aside at Conference 
for denling with Items for Jiscussion not linked to instructed resolutions?" 
He need a mre orgnnised Conference; particular tises for certain items; it is unsa- 
tisfactory for the General Secretary initinting matters by the srder he draws up the 
Executive Coumittee Report; should go by the Agenda and fit the Executive Committee 
Report into it, not the other way round. Could net the Standing Orders Comnittce, 
who drew up the Agenda, work closer with the General secretary? Ueclegates always 
have the authority to decide the order of business. A half hour could be set aside 
for delegates to consider the order of business. The whole work of the Party, con- 
tained in the Lxecutive Committee Report, must be looked at. 


annunt wv Ly y t P 


